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Judges & Magistrates

Judges
Back Row, left to right: Presiding Judge John Marcucci, Judges Andre Rudolph, Doris Burd, Larry Bohning, Aleene Ortiz-White,
Raymond Satter, Robert Crew, Andrew Armatas, Alfred Harrell, Johnny Barajas
Front Row, left to right: Judges Mary Celeste, James Breese, Kerry Hada, Dianne Briscoe, Clarisse Gonzales, Brian Campbell,
Claudia Jordan

Magistrates
Back Row, left to right: Magistrates Cyrus Callum, Phil James, Donald Gentry, Elisabeth Fedde, Mark Muller
Front Row, left to right: Magistrates Beth Faragher, Terry Tomisick, Howard Slavin, John Hoffman, Kathleen Boland
Not Shown: Magistrates Alan Buckholtz, Catherine Cary, Randall Davis, Mollie Moul, Paul Quinn
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March 30, 2012
Honorable Andrew Armatas
Honorable John Barajas
Honorable Larry Bohning
Honorable James Breese
Honorable Dianne Briscoe
Honorable Doris Burd

Honorable Brian Campbell
Honorable Mary Celeste
Honorable Robert Crew
Honorable Clarisse Gonzales
Honorable Kerry Hada
Honorable Alfred Harrell

Honorable Claudia Jordan
Honorable John Marcucci
Honorable Aleene Ortiz-White
Honorable Andre Rudolph
Honorable Raymond Satter
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Milestones & Innovations
Administration

 articipated in Denver’s Homeless Connect, held at the Denver
P
Convention Center on August 11, 2011. Over 1,000 Homeless
individuals attended the event and 136 were served at the legal
services table. Of those, 81 cases were heard by Judge Satter, and
individuals were able to resolve outstanding court matters, including
60 general sessions, two criminal and 19 traffic cases, without a
formal court appearance. Additionally, the court participated in the
November 3, 2011 Veterans Stand-Down at the National Guard
Armory Building. There were 486 veterans in attendance, and many
were able to get their court matters resolved. Judge Satter heard 49
cases that day.
n DCC staff continued to generously give back to their community,
participating in several Denver Employees’ Volunteer Opportunities
(DEVO) projects, and donating more than $13,000 to the Denver
Employees’ Combined Campaign and its 400+ charities.
n

General Sessions/Criminal

 roadened its use of wage assignments, bringing cases to closure
B
more quickly by enforcing the orders of the court and bringing
defendants into compliance.
n Implemented Sobriety Court, a new way to address the problem of
driving under the influence. This specialty court has become a go-to
court for best practices among other jurisdictions that employ or are
seeking to employ a docket of this nature.
n Utilized GS and CR courtroom resources to more efficiently manage
dockets on the business day after a budget-required furlough/holiday
has taken place, avoiding potential case processing delays.
n

Traffic/Civil

 uccessfully completed a consolidation of the traffic and civil
S
divisions into one division, merging 7 courtrooms and two clerk’s
offices. The merger resulted in enhanced customer service and
numerous operational and staff efficiencies. Traffic relocated from
Room 109 and Civil moved from an offsite rental property to
Room135 in the CCB.
n Name change hearings are now scheduled for a date certain,
eliminating the need for a duty judge.
n Continued to offer two civil clinics: Collecting on Civil Judgments,
and Filing Small Claims Matters. Clinics are held monthly, for a total
of 24 clinics per year.
n Streamlined processes to issue transcripts of judgment and
certification. The Court now requires parties to submit a standardized
transcript of judgment where they swear that amounts being
submitted are accurate and the court simply issues the document
based on their information. Triple certificate are no longer a manual
form, but are now a digital document that utilizes an electronic
signature of both the Presiding Judge and the Clerk of Court.
n Managed 127,814 new cases, including RTD tickets which were
transferred to the General Sessions division on October 12, 2011 and
726 photo enforcement final hearings.
n With the help of IT, eliminated the manual process of attaching paper
driving histories to traffic tickets. The driving histories are readily
accessible through the court case management system, and are part of
the court’s goal to become as paperless as possible.
n

Warrants and Bonding

 ompleted majority of scanning for 30,000 active traffic warrants.
C
n Completed Colorado Bureau of Investigation technical audit.
n Implemented sobriety court changes for bonding office.
n Implemented extensive bond changes to address HB 11-1189
requirements, which mandated that persons charged with a
n
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second DUI be placed on a monitored abstinence program.
I mplemented new witness warrants.
n Implemented new CBI validation procedures for domestic
violence warrants.
n

Probation

 upervised 3,045 DUI offenders, of which 1,790 were 1st
S
offenders; 829 were 2-time offenders; 292 were 3rd-time offenders,
and 134 had 4 or more offenses.
n Implemented an “Officer of the Day” to streamline coverage for
officers on leave while ensuring all clients are seen the same day
they report for intake and interviewed with an officer, resulting in
reduction of Failure to Appear (FTA) rates.
n Improved work schedules to meet client and court needs, resulting in
the reduction of overtime.
n Adopted new safety measures to include an “employee only” area
for intake, computer data integrity measures, officer safety training
(defensive tactics, use of force, home visits, jail safety), and office
safety protocols.
n Adopted new communication and workspace efficiencies to include
instant messaging, consolidation of duty locations, and electronic
sign-in boards.
n Introduced evidence-based practices to officers to include risk
assessment tools and motivational interviewing.
n Created a specialized caseload for the new sobriety court, which
includes collaboration with other criminal justice agencies, home
visits of probationers, and frequent court and office visits by clients.
n Issued badges and uniforms for better officer identification.
n Established and sustained collaborative efforts with the District
Attorney’s Office, City Attorney’s Office, Public Defender, State
Court Administrator’s Office, Denver Police Department, Denver
Sheriff Department, Chief Probation Officers, and other multijurisdictional agencies.
n

Court Marshals

 ctively worked 5,980 warrants.
A
Cleared 715 warrants by arrest or order-in to court offices.
n Cleared 56 Failure to Pay (FTP) warrants by having defendants pay
outstanding fines instead of serving time in jail. This resulted in
$9,574 being collected instead of written off for credit time served,
and additionally saved a considerable amount of sheriff processing
time, man-hours and jail days within the detention center.
n Assisted collections staff by calling 4,432 defendants who had missed
their payment date. This resulted in 2,875 payments made in lieu of
going to FTP warrant status. These payments totaled $277,262.
n
n

Information Technology

 erged the civil and criminal/traffic receipting systems to provide
M
for a standardized and consolidated receipting system.
n Created a program to track needs and schedule interpreters. This
program is linked in with Themis case management, so that all future
hearings in a case will also indicate a need for an interpreter.
n Upgraded and enhanced the audio recording system (FTR) for most
of the courtrooms. Recordings are now stored directly to a server.
This newer technology has many benefits, ranging from better quality
recordings to easier location and backups.
n Created software to change the way data mining companies and
private citizens access court record information. The software changes
not only provided greater controls over who obtains access and how,
but also gave the court a means to charge a fee for access. The annual
n

income collected by charging $2 to the public and $1 to commercial
companies per online search brought in $394,000.
n Overhauled and improved court disaster recovery processes. This
is one of the most essential elements of the court’s Continuity of
Operation Plan (COOP). Protocol for IT operations has also been
updated and enhanced.
n Reduced the amount of paper generated by the Court. Additional
scanners were added throughout the court to digitize paper files and
attach them directly to Themis and Civil records. This not only saves
the court a significant amount of paper processing for new records,
but also allowed the court to digitize older archived records. Once
digitized, the court was able to significantly reduce the amount of
physical storage.
n Continued to improve CourtNet, the court’s intranet, which allows
other law enforcement agencies access to more detailed information
than is available through the internet’s public record search.
n Civil nuisance abatement and civil replevin cases are now being filed
electronically through LexisNexis.
n A wage assignment (garnishment) module for Themis was completed
to assist the collections staff.
n Continued to work on the Integrated Criminal Justice System (ICJ) –
a city-wide project.
n Overhauled the PaySearch and Court Records Search screens on the
DenverGov website.

Parking Magistrates

4 3,029 customers came to the parking magistrate’s office to dispute
their parking ticket, while another 14,872 chose to send their dispute
in writing.
n Five parking magistrates handled the majority of written disputes the
same day it was received, even though they have up to five days to
respond. They did so while still being responsible for hearing disputes
in the office, and without having any customer wait more than 10
minutes to be heard.
n Of the 57,901 customers who either appeared in person or wrote to
dispute a ticket, only 1,110 (2%) chose not to accept the parking
magistrate’s decision and set their ticket for a parking final hearing.
Additionally parking magistrates made courtesy calls to citizens in
FTP or FTA status, reminding them to pay their fine or the case would
be referred to collections. Citizens appreciated the call, paid their fine,
and the court was able to collect over $37,000 and close the cases.
n Parking magistrates also handled miscellaneous I-100 hearings,
arraignments, penalty hearings, and vehicle impoundment hearings.
n

Interpreter’s Office

 rovided interpreters for defendants and witnesses with limited
P
English proficiency. Interpreters are provided free of charge in
all criminal, civil and traffic cases. In 2011, the office provided
Spanish interpretation in 15,636 cases; a decrease from previous
years. The office also contracted interpreters in Vietnamese, Arabic,
Amharic, Tigrinya, Korean, Chinese (Mandarin and Cantonese),
Russian and Nepalese, to name some of the more routine requests.
Some cases also required interpreters in less common languages,
such as Susu, Togan, Palauan, Twi, and Kirunda.
n As of July 1, 2011, interpreters were provided for all civil cases,
increasing the number of courtrooms covered from 17 to 22.
n Colorado continued to maintain a vigorous program which promotes
training, certification, and therefore quality court interpreters. All
DCC Spanish and Russian court interpreters are certified. The court
also contracts with the certified Vietnamese interpreter.
n The interpreter’s office assures that all legal documents are translated
by ATA (American Translator’s Association) certified translators.
n

General Fund Revenues - Fees & Fines
Civil
Criminal
General Sessions
Juvenile
Probation
Traffic
Other
Total General Fund Revenue

2,041,932
2,089,585
1,066,265
713,462
664,950
725,558
64,215
46,273
2,284,551
2,173,541
16,894,513 15,987,281
2,527,668
1,928,101
25,544,094 23,663,801

-2.28%
49.45%
-8.25%
38.77%
5.11%
5.67%
31.10%
7.95%

General Fund Expenditures
Personnel
Operating Costs
Total General Fund Expenditures

17,848,464 17,705,942
2,837,436
3,017,621
20,685,900 20,723,563

0.80%
-5.97%
-0.18%

2011

2010

Restitution Paid to Victims

680,649

697,737

Fees Collected for the State of Colorado
Family Friendly Fund
Judicial Enhancement Late Fee
OJW
Evaluations & Law Enforcement
Public Defender’s Fee
Drug Offender Surcharge
Sex Surcharge
Drunk Driver Surcharge
Justice Center Fund
Court Security Fee
Stabilization Fee
Brain Injury Surcharge
Offender Identification
Victm’s Compensation Fund
Victim’s Assistance Fund
Total

2011

2010

8,059
6,396
358,260
576,814
1,384
28,417
1,175
47,149
1,438,675
213,381
654,291
39,159
39,779
694,257
1,231,838
5,339,034

9,392
10,484
346,680
635,875
2,207
47,009
285
56,983
1,340,317
231,323
666,021
37,969
40,592
665,398
1,112,500
5,203,035

% Change

-2.45%
% Change

-14.19%
-38.99%
3.34%
-9.29%
-37.29%
-39.55%
-17.26%
7.34%
-7.76%
-1.76%
3.13%
-2.00%
4.34%
10.73%
2.61%

Court Case Filing Comparison
Traffic
62%

civil & small claims
17%
General Sessions
11%

misdemeanor
6%

Felony - 3%
juvenile - 2%

Civil & Small Claims
Misdemeanor
Felony
General Sessions
Juvenile
Traffic
Total

YTD 2011

YTD 2010

% Change

Filing Change

34,897
13,131
5,236
22,631
3,550
127,814
207,259

37,558
16,101
5,006
25,473
3,823
146,753
234,714

-7%
-18%
5%
-11%
-7%
-13%
-12%

-2,661.00
-2,970.00
230.00
-2,842.00
-273.00
-18,939.00
-27,456
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Most Valuable Employees
In 2011, the court’s dedicated employees faced every challenge with
professionalism, grace and determination. Each employee of the
Denver County Court deserves commendation, but the following
were selected by their peers for additional recognition:
Outstanding Accomplishment
Collections Department and Terrie Cooke

Most Valuable Rookies
Stacie Beckwith and
Carmen Wetteroth

Most Valuable
Probation Officer
Teresa Underwood

Most Valuable
Clerk’s Office Staff
Lorraine Miller

Most Valuable
Support Staff
Kimberly Pooley

Most Valuable
Manager
Bodessa Trotman

Most Valuable Courtroom Clerks
Nancy Yaffe, Anne Stein and Megan
Hennington

Quest for Excellence
Parking Magistrates

Most Valuable Team
Sobriety Court

Jurisdictions
DIVISION

JURISDICTION

FACTS TO KNOW

Civil

• Civil suits up to $15,000
• Small claims suits up to $7,500
• Eviction actions
• Name changes
• Colorado Revised Statute
violations

• Civil suits can be filed by either an individual or a business.
• Parties must represent themselves in small claims cases - lawyers may not be involved.

Criminal

General Sessions/
General Violations

• Denver Municipal Ordinance
violations

Juvenile

• Denver Municipal Ordinance
violations committed by those
under age 18
• Parking violations in the City
and County of Denver
• Permanent and temporary civil
restraining orders

Parking
Protective
Orders Court
Traffic

6
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• DUI, DUS, 3rd degree assault and 2nd or 3rd degree burglary are example of
misdemeanor violations.
• Felony cases including 1st or 2nd degree assault and 1st degree burglary are heard by
a Denver County Court judge at the preliminary hearing stage only.
• Disturbing the peace, assault, and loitering are examples of general sessions violations.
• Building and zoning code violations and dog license violations are examples of general
violations.
• Petty theft, trespass, and curfew violations are examples of juvenile violations.
• Parking magistrate available to negotiate parking fines
• Denver County Court is one of the few courts in the United States to handle TROs and
PROs in a single courtroom dedicated to that purpose.
• The traffic division adjudicates municipal ordinance infractions, such as failure to stop at a
stop sign and state statute offenses, such as no operator’s license or expired plates.
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First Floor 5

5
Dept 1207
5

4

6

6

6

Dept. 802 5

6

6

7

District Attorney

5

1

7

2

8

7

8

7

6

5

4

3

2

( Municipal
)
Minoru
Yasui Building
Room
150
303720-337-0407
W. Colfax Avenue
		
Warm Welcome Childcare Center
Public
Defender
270
14th Street
		
( State )
Wellington Webb Building
303-620-4999
Suite
300
201
W. Colfax Avenue
		
VanCise-Simonet Detention Center
Traffic
& Avenue 		
490
W. Colfax
Civil Division
Lindsey-Flanigan Courhouse
720-865-7840 Room 135
520
W. Colfax Avenue 		
State
Public Defender’s
Warrants
DivisionOffice
1560
Broadway 		
720-337-1464
Room 147

1
City & County Building
Public
Defender
1437
Bannock
Street 		

3
Probation
Department
DPD
Administration
Building
720-913-8300
Suite
800
1331
Cherokee Street
		

BLDG. #

Room 1147 7

Room 135 2

5

Suite 300 8

Room 150 7

7

Suite 800 3

Building Addresses 		

720-913-2000

Warrants Division
720-337-1464
Police Department

Traffic
& Civil&Division
Cashiers
Parking
720-865-7840
720-913-5300 First Floor

Public
Defender (State)
720-337-0410
Room 160
303-620-4999

Public
Defender
(Municipal)
General
Sessions
&
720-337-0407
Criminal Division

Probation
Department
Dept 802
720-913-9000
720-913-8300
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First Floor 5
Police Department
720-913-2000 		

720-337-0400

Parking
& Cashiers
Detention
Facility
720-913-5300

General Sessions & Criminal Division
720-337-0078
720-337-0410
Room 160 7

Court Room 2300

District Attorney
720-913-9000

720-337-0082

Detention Facility
Court Room
2100
720-337-0400
		

Community
Courtroom
2300 Service
720-337-0410
Room 160
720-337-0078
		

Courtroom 2100
Collections		
&
720-337-0082

5
Clerk & &Recorder
Collections
Community Service
720-865-8400 First Floor
720-337-0410
Room 160 7

720-913-8050
Clerk
& Recorder Dept 1207
720-865-8400

City Attorney
720-913-8050
City Attorney

Court
Child
Court
Child
Care Care
CenterCenter
720-865-9930
		
720-865-9930

Department		
BLDG.
#
6
Bonding Office
Bonding
Office
720-337-0062
First Floor
720-337-0062
First Floor 6

Department

Mission Statement
n

Administer justice fairly, efficiently and effectively.

n

Provide excellent customer service.

n

 oster a positive environment where employees
F
enjoy their work.

Cover Photo by Matt McConville

I n our quest to be the best court anywhere, the Denver
County Court’s mission is to:

